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a.m. on the oth.. and read as follows: "The First and
Second Armies are to remain facing the eastern front
of Paris: the Erst Army between the Oise and the
Marne, occupying the Maine crossings west of Chateau
Thierry; the Second Army between the Marne and the
Seine, occupying the Seine crossings between Cogent
and Meiy inclusive. The Third Army will march
towards Troyes and east of it."
Whether and to what extent this decision of the
Supreme Command had any connection with the report
sent in by the First Army Commander on the 4th
September was unknown at La Ferte Milon. It would,
however, have been preferable if these orders had been
sent out some days earlier. It was obvious that the
offensive ordered to be made by the First Army to
force the French away from Paris would not be in
accord with the general situation, and would not have
any chance of success unless the Central Intelligence
Bureau had been able to ascertain, with the utmost
certainty, that no considerable enemy forces were in
a position to advance from Paris to attack the vulnerable
flank and communications of the western wing of
the German. Armies. The situation was therefore
appreciated, as follows, in La Ferte Milon: On the
3rd September the First Army had crossed the Marne
with its advanced guards and to-day was approaching
the Seine. To carry out the wireless orders of the
Supreme Command would mean breaking away from
the enemy, and making a two or three days* retreat.
As regards the state of the enemy, First Army Head-
quarters had the impression that, although much
exhausted by the fighting, in which he had suffered
severely, he had none the less been able to retire in
tolerable order. Should the pursuit be stopped, he

